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Wo d be hard to ſuſpect him of Errors in Fa@, 
who writes the Story of Teſterday: A Hiſto- 
rian of three Weeks muſt certainly be juſt, for had 
he never ſo much mind to Lye, twou'd be Nonſenſe 
to expect the World coud be impos d upon, every 
Bodies Memory would be a living Witneſs againſt 
him, and the Efſe® wou d be only to expoſe himſelf. 


Aut bort of Hiſtories generally Appollogize for their 
Quotations, plead that Induftry in the ſearch after 
Truth, and excuſe themſelves by aſſerting their 
Faithfulneſs of their ColleFions. The Author of 
the following Sheets is not afraid to let the World 
know, that be is ſo ſure every thing related in this 
Account is Litterally and Poſitively true, that ge 
challenges all the Wit and Malice the world abonnds. 


r 


with, to con ſute the moſt trifling & ircumſtance. 


If Aggravations are omitted, and ſome very ill 
natur d paſſages let go without Obſervations, thoſe 
Perſons who were guilty of them, may obſerve that 
we have more good Nature than they have Manners 
and they Ought to acknowledge it, ſince a great many 


| Rudeneſſes both againſt the King Himſelf ans T” 
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The PREFACE, 


Gentlemen concern'd bave ſcap'd their ſeurrilous.. 


Mouth, which are not here animadverted upon. 


And leaſt the World ſhould think this Preſumptive, 
and that the Accuſation it only 4 ſurmiſe, we will 
Quer what they think of that kind | Remark of* Mr. 
J. H---w, finding the King's Letter to the Houſe, 


and the Kentiſh Petition to come both on a Day, and 
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the ſubſtance to be the ſame, That the King, the 
Dutch, and the Kentiſh Men, were all 19 a Plot againſt 
the Houſe of Commons. X 


F. could . ſwell d this. Pamphlet to. 4 large Vo- 
ume, if I ſhow d pretend to ColleF all the Bellings- 
gate Language of 4 certain Houſe full of Men, 


againſt the King, the Lords, and the Gentlemen of 


Kent ; but tis fitter ſubje@ for a Satyr than a. Hi- 
ſtory, * have abus'd- the Nation, and Now are 
become 4 Banter to themſelves and 1 leave tbem to 
conſider of it, and. reform. 


1 ure the World, I am vo Kentiſh Aan, nor 
ma my Hand to the Petition: Tho* had I been ac- 
quainted with it, I would have gone 4 Hundred 
Miles to ba*. ſigned it, and 4 Hundred more to have 
bad the Opportunity of ſerving my Country at the Ex- 
pence of an Unjuſt Confinement for it. 


It may be fairly concluded Jam no Warwick 
ſhire Aan neither, with a Petition in my Pocket, 
brought a, Hundred Miles, and afraid to deliver it. 


Nor my. Name Sir Robert Clayton, by which you 


ma know. that I did not promiſe the Members, who 
- | Wire 
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due BREFACE 
were then in fear enough, fo uſe my Intereſt P 0 ft fle 
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Nor u u Name Legion, 1 wiſh it were, for 1 
ſhou'd ha' been glad to be capable of ſpeaking ſo much 
Truth, and ſo much to the purpoſe, as is contain d in 
in that Unanſwerable Paper. 


But I am an nnconcern'd SpeFator, and have been 
an exact obſerver of every paſſage, have been an Eye 
and Ear Witneſs of every moſt Minute Article, and 
am ſure that every thing related is as Exaly True, 
the Canſes of it all are Scandalow and-Burthen- 
ſome to the Nation. 4 | 


As to the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 1 
ſhall not pretend to enter into their Character, be- 
cauſes I care not to enter into Captivity, nor come 
into the Clutches of that worſt of  Brates their 
Sergeant. 


Litterally ſpeaking, no Member of the Houſe of 
Commons can be a Jacobite, becauſe they have talen 
the Oath to King William, But this may be obſer-- 
ved, that the 2 in England are generally the 
Only People who approve of their Proceedings, and 


appland their Mea ſures; and tis obſervable that at 
Paris, and St. Germans, the general Complement : 


of a Health in all Engliſh Company is a la Sante | 
Monfieur Jack-How ; the truth of which there are 
not a ſew very good Gentlemen in Town can atteſt, 


from whence I think I may draw this Obſervation, 


that either be is a Jacobite, or the Jacobites are 4 
very good Natur d people. 5 
e 


The PREFACE: 


Noſcitur ex ſocio qui non Dignoſcitur ex ſe. 


The following Sheets contain an exa@ Hiſtory of 
the Kentiſh Petition, and of the Treatment the Gently. 
wen who preſented it, met with both from the Houſe, 
the Sergeant, and at laſt from their Country, 


The beſt way to come to 4 Concluſion, whether the 
Gentlemen Petitioners were well or ill ad, & to re- 
wiew the Matter of Fa, all Panegyricks, and En- 
comiums, come ſhort of the Natural Reflection which 
flow from 4 true Account of that Proceeding, and 
 #he whole is Collected in this form, that all the World 
may judge by a true light, and not be Impor'd upon, 
'by Partial and Imperfe® Relations. 
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with an unuſual Reſpecb the Bench of Juſtices pro- 


ceeded to do Buſineſs, and kept the Chair for him, for 


ſeveral Hours, till he came. 


The People of the County of Kent, as well as in moſt 


parts of the Kingdom, had expreſgd great Diſſatisfaction 


at the flow proceedings of the Parliament; and that the 


King was not affiſted, nor the Proteſtants abroad conſider- 
ed; and the Country People began to ſay to one another 


in their Language, That they had ſow?d their Corn, and the 


French were a.coming to Reap it: And from hence it is al 


low d to proceed, that during the fitting of the Seffion, 


ſeveral of the principal Freeholders of the County ap- 


plyed themſelves to the Chair-Main aforeſaid, and told 


him, It was their Deſire that the Bench would conſider 
of making ſome Application to the Parliament, to ac- 
quaint them of the Apprehenſions of the People. 


The Chair-Man reply'd, It was the proper work of 


the Grand- Jury, to preſent the Grieyances of the Coun- 


—2 


f N-the 29th of April, 1701. the Quarter-Seffions- 
& for the County of Kent, began at Maidſtone... 
| Where William Culpeper of Hollinghourn , Eſq; 
was choſen Chair-Man, tho he was then abſenr, and 


try, 


2 The Hiſtory of the Kentiſh Petition, 
try, and therefore he referr'd them to the ſaid Gran. 
Jamia then ſitting, ' . : 
"The Grand Jury bein applyed to, accepted the Pro- 

poſal, and adureſſing to the laid Mr, Culpeper, the Chair: 

man acquainting bim that they had approv d of ſuch a 

a Motion made as before, and deſir'd that the Bench 

would joyn with them; the Chair-man told them he 

would acquaint the Juſtices of it, which he did, and they 
immediately approv'd of it alſo, and deſired the ſaid 

- William Culpeper Eſq; theirChair-man,to draw a Petition, 

6 Mr. Culpeper withdrew to Compoſe it, and having 

3 drawn a Petition, it was read, and approved, and imme- 

diately ordered to be carried to the Grand-Jury, being 

Twenty One in Number, who all Unanimouſly;Hgrid it, 

and brought ir into Court, deſiring all the Gentlemen 
on the Bench would do the fame; whereupon. the Chair- 

man and three and twenty of the Juſtices fign'd it, and 
the Freeholders of the County crouded in fo faſt, that 
the Parchment was filled up in leſs than five Hours time; 

and many Thouſands of Hands might have been had 0 

it, if the 2 had not declin'd it, refuſing to add any 

more Rolls of Parchment, as inſiſting more upon the 

Merits of the Petition, than the Number of Subſcribers. 

By all which it appears how fooliſh and groundleſs 
their Pretences are, who would ſuggeſt, that the Peti- 
tion was a private thing, tranſacted by a few People; 
whereas *tis plain *rwas the Act and Deed of the whole 

Country. . 
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The Words of the Petition are As follows. 
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To the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes in Parliament aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Gentlemen, Juſtices of 
the Peace, Grand- Jury, and other Freebolders, at 
the General Quarter · Seſſions of the Peace holden 
at Maidſtone, the 29th of April, in the thirteenth 


Tear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King 
William III. over England, Gc. 


C E the Gentlemen, Juſtices of the Peace, Grand- 
C Jury, and other Freeholders, at the General 
<Quanter-Sefions at Maidſtone in Kent, deeply Concern'd 
far my Eſtate of this Kingdom, and of all 
Europe; and conſidering that the Fate of Us and Our 
© Poſterity depends upon the Wiſdom of Our 'Repreſen- 
' tatrves in Parliament, think Our Selves bound in Duty 
Humbly to lay before this Honourable Houſe the Con- 
© ſequences in this Conjuncture of Your Speedy Reſolu- 
© lurion, and moſt Sincere Endeavour to Anſwer the Great 
Truſt Repoſed in You by Your Country. 


And in regard that from the Experience of all Ages it 
eis manifeſt, no Nation can be Great or Happy without 
Union, We hope that no Pretence whatſoever ſhall be 
able to Creat a Miſunderſtanding among Our Selves, or 
* the leaſt Diſtruſt of His Majeſty, Whoſe Great Act ions 
for this Nation are writ in the Hearts of His Subjects, 
Ke. can never, without the blackeſt Ingratitude, be 
rgot. | | 
We moſt Humbly Implore this Honourable Houſe 
to have Regard to the Vice of the People, that Our Re- 
* ligion and * may be Effectually Provided for, that 
© Your Loyal Addreſſes may be - into Bulls of Supp, 
<a TA SY and; 


dan ſould: be got out of bis: Hands. and loſt... 


4 The Hiſtory of the Kentiſh Petition, 


© and that His Moſt Sacred Majeſty, (whoſe Propitions 
and Vnblemiſb d Reign Over Us We pray God long to 
to continue) may be Enabled Powerfally to Aſſiſt His 
Allies before it be too late. 


| And Your Petitioners ſhall every Pray, &c. 
Signed by all the Deputy-Licutenants 5 Ry. 
there mn. above Twenty Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, all the Grand 
Fury, and other Frecholders, then 


As ſoon as the Petition was Sign'd, and there was no 


more room for any Hands, it was deliver d by the Grand- 
Jury to the aforeſaid William Culpeper Eſq, Chair- man 
of the Seſſion, and he was deſir d. to preſent it in their 
Names to the Parliament, which at their requeſt he pro- 
miſed to do, and the relt of the Fay” ee, viz. Tho- 
mas. Culpeper Eſq; Juſt inian Champery 5s avid. Pollhill 
Es ol William Hamilton. Eſq;. offered themſelves to go 


On Tueſday thi Gih of Min, they faine to Fown with 


[4 
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. 
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the Petition, and the next day they went up to the 
Houſe, and applyed themſelves to Sir Thomas Hales, in 
order to deſire him to preſent it to the Houſe; he being one 


of the Repreſentatives of the County of Kent; Sir Thomas 
read the Petition, and telling them it was too late to 


preſent ĩt that day, it being after 12 a Clock; defar'd 
they wou'd let him ſhow it Mr. Pellbam of Suſſex, and 
Mr. Culpeper told him he was willing enough Mr. Pellham 
ſhow's ſee the Petition, not doubring; he wou'd: be a 
Friend to ir, but that he was unwillling to part with it, 

ſted with. it by Ins: Country, adding, That he 


being cntru it 
ſbonld ma ke but an Indifferent Figure in A the Peti- 


hereupon 
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His 


The Hiftory of the Kentiſh Petition. 

Sir Thomas Hales, paſt his Word, and Honour, that he 
would not ſhow it to any Perſon whatever, but to Mr. 
pellham, and that he would return it to them immedi- 
ately. But this Word aud Honour ſo ſolemnly engag'd, 
was as caſily forgotten: For having got the Petition, 
he carried it into the Houſe, where he ſtay'd an hour 
and half, and then returning, he gave it to the Gentle- 
men; and told them he had ſhown it to Sir Edward 
Seymour and ſeveral others. 


This Perfidious Account to that very part of the Na- 
tion which he repreſented,deſerves ſome ſpecialNotice,and 
there is no queſtion but the People will remember ir for 
him, and ſhow their Reſentment on proper occaſions. 


Mr. Culpeper in the Name of the reſt, gave him an 
Anſwer ſuitable to the 2 ſufficient to let him 
know their Surprize at ſo Ungentleman- like Uſage, 
VIZ, That the bad broke his Ward, and ſerved his Country very 
. But this being neither place, nor ſeaſon for further 

ates, he appointed to meet them in the Evenin 
and then after making them wait two Hours, beyo 
his time, he .adjourn'd them till next Morning in the 
Court of Regueſt, where he told them abſolutcly, That be 
von d not deliver the Petition. | 


Here it is very obſervable, that at the very time Sir 
Thomas Hales came out of the Houſe, and return'd the 
Petition in the manner abovemention'd, Mr. Meredith 
the other Repreſentative for the County, came to them, 
and told them that their Petition had been expos'd in 
the Houſe, and that Mr. How was then making a Speech 


againſt it. 


Ibe Gentlemen finding themſelves thus betrayed by 
Sir Thomas Hales, conſulted together, about finding an- 
other more proper Perſon to deliver the Petition, and 
reſoly*d to apply themſelves to Mr. Meredith, the other 

B 2 Member 


6 The Hiſtory of the Kentiſh petit ion. 
Member for the County of Kent, and Mr. Meredith ha- 
ving agreed to Deliver it, in caſe Sir Thomas Hales ſhould 
refuſe, had appointed to meet them, with ſeveral other 
Gentlemen Members of the Houſe, in order to conſult 
about the matter of the Petition, and the manner of 
delivering it. | | 4 | 


ln the Morning the Houſe being met, Mr. Meredith 
came out and told them, The Houſe was in ſuch à Fer- 
ment, that none of the Gentlemen durſt appear for it, 
nor come to them, and he doubted would not venture 
fo much as to ſpeak a Word in the Houſe for the 
Petition. * | ates | 


Nor were theſe all the Diſcouragements the Gentlemen 
met with in their Preſenting the Petition, but ſeveral 
Members of the Houfe pretending reſpect, and others 
that were really their Friends, and in concern for them, 
came out of the Houſe to them, and endeavour'd* to per- 
fwade them not to — N. themſelves to the fury of the 
Houſe, by delivering the Petition, telling them that Mr. 
How in particular, had faid, That if there were One Hundred 
Thouſand Hands to the Petition, they ſhould be all made Ex- 
amples of. And Sir Edward Seymour added, That the whole 
County ſhould be Double T az*d,- and the Eſtates of thoſe who 
preſented it, be Confiſcated to the uſe of the War, 


94 © 


Altho' theſe Menaces, together with the almoſt Om- 
nipotent Power of the Houſe of Commons, had Circum- 
ſtances enough in them to 'ſhake the Reſolution of a 
whole County, yet they had not the Effects here which 
was * for the Gentlemen far from being terrified 
at all this, unanimoufly declar*d their Reſolutiòn to diſ- 
charge the Truſt placd in them by their Country, and 
to preſent it to the Houſe; and Mr. William Colepeper in parti- 
ala alluding to the Words of Luther, to thoſe who diſwaded 
bim from going te the City of Worms, told them, That if 


The Hiffory of the Kentiſh Petition, 7 
every Tile upon the Chappel of Saint * Stephen's 
was Pala Devil, he would preſent the 1 Petition: Aud 4 779. Bu” - 
all of them declar'd, That if none of the Gentle- monsfir in, was 
men wowd do their Country ſo much ſervice as to — chap 
preſent. their Grievances to the Parliament in a on”, 
L800 Petition, they would knock at the Door of the 
Houſe and de ler it themſelves.» Mr. Meredith finding the 
Gentlemen ſo reſolute, did conſent to carry in the Pe- 
rition, which he periem'd” with great Diſcretioa and 


Fidelity. 


The Petition being thus delivered, the Gentlemen at- 
tended, for Mr. Speaker further to Intimidiate them, had 
let fall ſome Speeches, ' that I was the uſage of the Houſe 
when a Petition was brought in, the Perſons who preſented it, 
ought to be ready without to juſtifie the matter of their Petition. 
And the Gentlemen ſecing no reaſon to be aſham'd of theirs, 
in particular, 'reſoly?d to abide: the utmoſt which their 
and rhe Nation's Enemies could do to rhem., $ 5 , 


3 Af 


Having waited about: half an : Hos than were <call'd 
in to the Bar of the Houſe, where Mr. Speaker Treatin 1 
them in bis uſual 989575 -Done- Tm ſhort . 18 
between Them - * 11 b. 

8 deaker.” Gentlemen, i this your 


Holding up the Peti- Petition 2 


tion * one Corner. 


R Gentlemen. Ves, Mr. orale, 


Buwing very  RefpeBlinely. | | 
8 peaker. t Genelemen, you own 
this eren, ee 087 e eee 


k CF i 
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= Speaker. And Gentlemen, your 


Gent. Ves, Mr. Speaker. 
Speaker. Carry it to them, and ſee 
fningwm if they will own their Hands. 
Which they ſeverally did.) „ 

Speaker. Withdraw, and expect 
the Order of the klole. 


Wbereupon they withdrew, and attended in the 
Lobby, and now began the ſecond Attack upon their Re- 
ſolutions for the Members, who came out repreſented 
with all the Terror imaginable the Fury of the Houſe ; . 
Impriſonment and the Ruine of their Fortunes and Families was 
the leaſt they had to expect; Impeachments, Laws Ex poſt 
Facto, tacking them to Money-Bills, and all the Arbitrary 
Methods, which any Arbitrary Parliament have ever made uſe 
of to Ruine thoſe who have felt their Magnificent Indignat ion, 
were laid before them, When ſome who. pr Pity 
for the Misfortune of ſo many worthy Gentlemen came 
out of the Houſe, and told them they had yet a Lucky Mo- 
ment left wo by an immediate ſubmiſſion, to fly to the 
Clemency of the Houſe, that they were ſent out by Sir 
Edward Seymour, and the reſt of the Gentlemen on that 
ſide, to let them know that Mr. How was now yy 


wWrnrege TT vw yg ow 13 O&A5> 
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and would continue ſo for ſome time, to give them op- 


rtuni y_ to recollect themſelves, and by a timely ac- 
Select ts fave themſelves from Ruine. 


The Gentlemen being at a lofs to know in what par- 
ticular they could have given the Houſe ſuch Offence, 
and being well aſſur'd they were in the protection of 
the Law, and had not acted any thing but what the 


known Conſtitution of the Realm expreſly allow'd, re- 


main*d ſtill unſhaken, and boldly replyed, They bad no 


nothing to ſay but what was in their Petition. 
> SID pit CaEL 4 4 A | : l » w 3 


But being further preſsd by Sir Theophilus Oglcthorp, and 
ſeveral other Gentlemen; and becauſe they word not 
ſhow any Diſreſpect to the Houfe, or ſeem to light their 
Diſpleaſure, they conſider d of an Anſwer to be given to 
the propoſal of Submiſſion. | FS 


And becauſe whatever Anſwer. they gave, might be 
miſrepreſented to the Houſe, delivered by Word of 
Mouth, they reſolved: to put it into Writing, and ha- 
ving conſulted a while, they agreed to ſend in this 
I _wbSSw SSSI. 
Mie are Humbly of Opinion, that 
* it i our Right to Petition this Ho- 
© nourable Houſe according to the Sta- 


< tute of 13 Car. 2. A. to the mat ter 
* of Our Petition, We declare that we 
Intend Not 


ing Offenſive to this Ho- 


7 


* nourable Houſe. 


''Ehis; 


/ 
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This Writing being ſhown to Sir Theophilus Ge 
and ſeveral other Members, they began to ſmile; and 
imagin d their Point gain'd, and told the Gentlemen they 
were glad they began to be ſenſible of their Danger; 
and if they would but add one Word more, viz. that they 
were ſorry. for what they had done, they would under take 
for the Clemency of the Houſe: This they unanimouſly 
refugd, one of the Gentlemen with ſome heat, reply ing, 
We will have no Sorry. Here the Members 8 Conſpira- 
tors rather) would have had them put it, That they did 
it through lnadvertency. This they alſo refus d, decla- 
ting they did it at the Requeſt of their Country, mature- 
ly, and deliberately, were juſtified in doing it by the Laws 
of the Land, and they would never recede from it. So 
they delivered the Paper to Sir Thomas Hales, but whe- 
ther he delivered it to the Houle or no, he never had. the 
Civility to inform them. WN 
The Debate in the Houſe held five Hours, after Whcih 
Notice was given them by the gy £7 that the Houſe 
t 


had voted the Petition Scandalous, ſolent, and Sediti- 
ous, vid. the Votes, trending to deſtroy, &c. and ordered 


them to be taken into Cuſtody for the ſame; upon 


which the Gentlemen went, and immediately ſurrendred 
themſelves to the Sergeant, tho? the Warrant was not 


made out for ſome Hours aftert. 


The Sergeant only asked them whete he ſhould come 
to them at Dinner, which was agreed to be at the 


Caſtle-Tavern-in Fleet-ſtreet, where they Din d, on Thurſ- 


Yay, Friday, and Saturday, and were hitherto very civilly 
treated by his Officers; and accompanied by great Num- 
bers of Citizens and Gentlemen of the firſt Quality, and 
not a few of the Nobility; the Officers were ſeldom 
with them, went of Errands for them, and oftentimes 
were all abſent together; ſo that there was no colour of 
Reaſon for the Sergeant to ſay, he fear d a Reſcue, for 


they 


wy 24 


Br Gm RmAQcrQaAatr2 
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they had all the Opportunities they could deſire, if they 
had had the leaft defign to eſcape, and *rmas never beard 
of that they who cowd eſcape when they pleas d, would expoſe 
therr Priends to the hazard of 4 Reſcue. 


On Friday in the Eyening, Mr. Sergeant began to treat 
with them and repreſenting his abſolute Power, letting 
them know, That he had an Vn bounded liberty of ufing them at 
Diſcretion, that he could confine them at pleaſure, put them 
into Dungeons, lay them under Ground, keep them apart, re- 
move them daily, and keep all People from them, by making 
them cloſe Priſoners: He thereby gave them to underſtand, 
that he expected a Conſideration ſuitable to his -Civi- 
lity; upon this the Gentlemen offered him One Hun- 
dred Guineas, half in Hand, and the other when they 
ſhou'd be Diſcharg'd, tho it ſnould be next day:p The 
Sergeant neither accepted nor refus'd the offer, nor ex- 
prefs'd any diflike, as if he thought it too little, but 
appointed to come to them tlie next day. 4-3 


Saturday in the Evening Mr. Thomas Colepeper, having 
notice that his Lady was very much frighted at his Con- 
finement, defir'd leave of the Meſſenger, in whoſe Cu- 
ſtody he was, to let him go down to Maidſtone, upon his 
parole to return by Monday Night; which the Meſſenger 


tacitly granted. 


The reſt of the Gentlemen being met at the Tavern, 
expecting the Sergeant according to appointment, and ha- 
ving waited till Ten a Clock, inſtead of coming himſelf, 
he ſends Orders to the Meſſengers to ſeperate the Gentle- 
men, and cotrfine them in ſeveral Priſons, that very 

ght: which Order the Officers executed as rudely as 
the Sergeatmt could defire, ſaving that they obtained the 
Civility from rhe Officers to be confined two in one 
place, and two in another, but were hurried away with 
fach Unmannerly Indecency, that they would not per- 
mit them to ſend for their — and Neceſſari 


In 
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In this manner Mr. William Colepeper, and Mr. Fuſtiniay 
Champneys were carried to Myat's Houte the Meſſenger in 
Fox-Court in Holborn, where they had this hard Choice 
propoſed to them at their Entrance, whether they would 
Lodge in the Cellar, or in the Garret; and chooſing the 
latter, they were-thruſt into a little Hole, on top of the 
Houſe, where they had all the Inconveniencies of a naſty 


Priſon, as baſe Lodging, foul Sheets, little Covering, and 


a Cold Room; by which means they both took ſuch 
Cold, as they have not yet recovered. 


But Mr. Sergeant, left they ſhould not be treated ill enough, 


coming the next Morning to Mr. Myat's Houſe, was. in a 


great rage at him, and drawing his Sword, cut him over 
the Head, for uſing the Gentlemen ſo civilly, as he called 
it f eee oy up _ the Garret gd * 
Colepeper and Mr. Juſtinian Champneys were lodg d, they 
ask d him, What Order he had for uſing them thus ? 
He replyed, He had an Order from thoſe who commit- 
ted them. Being ask'd again, It there was any ſuch Vote 
paſt in the Houſe > He faid No, but he had an Order. 
Mr. Colepeper replyed, If it be not a Vote of the Houſe, pray 
bow is it an Order? Have the Majority of the Houſe, one by 


one, come to you and given you Direct ion to uſe us thus barba- 


rouſly ? He replyed, Yes, they had. For which ſcandalous 
Reflection, if Falſe, his Maſters the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons, are exceedingly oblig'd ro him. Mr. Cole- 
peper told him, He belierꝰd he ſhou'd live to ſee him Huang d: 
And ſo they parted. | | 


All this while Mr. Polhill and Mr. Hamilton were put 
into a Cellar, without the favour of having their choice, 
and had ſo vile a Lodging, that they could ſcarce 
breath; and was likewiſe in their turn Bulhed by Mr. 
Sergeant the next day; and when they ask'd him to ſhow 
them the Copy of their Commitment, he denyed it; Mr. 
Polhill in particular replyed, They askt him nothing but 


what 
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what by Law he ought to grant: He rudely 7. 54g cared” 
not a Fart for them nor the Law neither. And ſo ſeft them; 
which Refuſal of his he may hear of again perhaps in a 
way of Legal Application. 


Oa Tucſday he gave the Houſe notice, that the younger 
Mr. Colepeper had made his eſcape, tho? he had a Letter from 
him that he wowd be in Town that very Day; and at the ſame 
time he made'a Complaint that the other Gentlemen be- 
haved themſelves ſo diſorderly, that he apprehended a 
Reſcue; thoꝰ the Gentlemen, to avoid any ſuſpition, had 


| alben b. ſutrendred their Swords to the Meſſengers, 


without being required ſo to do. 8 


This complaint to the Houſe was the Gentlemen's De- 
liverance, and the Sergeant's diſappointment, tho? not 
in kindneſs to them neither, for ordering them to the 
Gatehouſe, as a more Ignominious Confinement, the Serge- 
ant loſt the Extravagant Fees which he deſign'd to Extort 
from them; and the 51 of Captain Taylor, the 
Keeper of the Gatehouſe, made their reſtraint eaſie to 
them: For this Keeper us'd them like Gentlemen, and 
the Reputation he has obtain'd by his Civility, will be as 
Laſting as the Infamy of the Sergeant, the one leaves a 
a grateful Acknowledgement in the Mouths of all Men, 
and will always be ſpoken of to his Advantage; and the 
other Nautious like the Perſon, is diſhonourable both to 
his Memory, and to the Houſe that imploy'd him. 

On Wedneſday, Thomas Colepeper Eſq; the younger Bro- 
ther, who had been in Kent, and who was juſt come up, 
according to his promiſe, rendred himſelf ro the Speaker, 
and deſired to be ſent to his Brethren; Mr. Sergeant 
who thought to make himſelf amends upon him, la- 
boured to have him continued in his Cuſtody, and had . 
not that Party in the Houſe thought the Gatebouſe a 
greater puniſhment, poſſibly it had been ſo. But therein 
that Infallible Houſe were deceivd, and he was deliver d 


from the Hands of a Villain, by hjs Enemies themſelves, 


C 2 who 


into the Party in the 
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who thought they had mortified him the more, to the 
infinite regret of the Sergeant, and the general ſat isfacti- 


on of his fellow Sufferers. 


The ſame Morning that Mr. Colepeper ſurrendred him- 
ſelf, The Legion Paper, as *rwas called, was ſent to the 


| Houſe, twas ſaid at was delivered the Speaker by a 


Woman, but I have been inform'd fince, that it was 


a miltake, and that 'twas delivered by the very Perſon 


who wrote it, guarded with about Sixteen Gentlemen 
of Quality, who if any notice had been taken of him, 
were ready to have carried him off by Force ; *twas re- 
ported, that Mr. Thomas Colepeper brought it out of Kent, 
and that all the County were at his Heels to make it 
good, tho? it was really no ſuch thing, and that Gentle 

man declat'd he knew nothing at all of it. | 


But be it as it will, chat Paper ſtruck ſuch a Terror 
ne Houſe, that from that time there 
was not a Word ever ſpoken in the Houſe, of proceeding 


againſt the Kentiſh Petitioners, and the Members of that 


party began to drop off, and get into the Country, for 


their Management n to be ſo diſliked over the 


whole Nation, that their own. Fears dictated to them 
they had run things too far. 


The Claſhings with the upper Houſe about the Tryal 
of the Four Peers they had * and the miſerable 
ſhitts they were driven to by the Lords, to avoid Trying 
them, ſervid but to make them more uneaſie, and to 
haſten the diſpatch of che Moriey-Bi!ls, in order to the 
Proregat ion, which was on the 23d. of June, 1701. 


By the Prorogation, the Kentiſh Gentlemen were dif- 
charg?d, but to ſhow their reſpect to the Civility of Cap- 
tain Taylor their Keeper, they continued to Lodge with 


him Till they went into the Country. 


The 
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The Firſt Honour done them on account of their 
Sufferings, was their being invited to a Noble Enter- 
tainment at Mercers-Hall in Cheapſide, at the Charge of 
the Citizens of London, where above Two Hundred 


Gentlemen din'd with them, together with ſeveral 
Noble Lords and Members of Parliament. | 
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Thurſday the 2d of July, they ſet out for Kent, the Ci- 
tizens had offered ro accompany them out of Town, bur 
they declin'd it, deſiring ro go privately. 


And thoſe who pretend to charge them with affecting 
Popularity, would do well to remember, that they were 
tain to ſend their Coaches empty out of Town, and go 
by Water to meet them, to avoid the Reſpe& which 


the Citizens would have ſhown them. 


But there was no ſhunning the Appearance of the 
Country, who ſhow'd their value for the Gentlemen, 
and the Cauſe for which they had ſuffered in all the 
poſſible terms of Reſpect and Affection. 5 


The firſt Inſtance of this was at Black- Health, where 
Mr. David Pollhill, one of the Gentlemen, was to ſeperate 
from the reſt, his Road lying near Browley to his Houſe at 
Ottford in Kent. He was met at Black- Health by above 
500 Horſe, who receiv'd him into the midſt of them, 
and ſurrounded his Coach with ſuch Shouts, and Joy, 
as ſufficiently teſtified their Reſpect for him, and their Sa- 
tisfaction at his Return among them: Nor can T omit 
that having to ſatisfie my Curioſity, drank among and 
diſcours'd with ſome of that Party, while they were 
waiting for Mr. Pothill: I never heard of any Gentleman 
more univerſally beloved by the Country, or more 
particularly diſtinguiſh'd for Modeſty and Temper; and I 
believe I may affirm that *rwou'd be hard to find any 
Gentleman ſo near the . of London, who could 1 2 
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had ſuch an appearance, of his own Tenants and Neigh. 
. bours, to Congratulate his Deliverance. 25 

Mr. Folhil being me to the Corner of the Park-Wall 
on e ROPE TR take Big leave of his mY ng 
giving them a Loud Huzza, Wilht them a good Journe 
e e ads ns! bd f P 
All poffible Demonſtrations of Joy concluded the Day 
and ir has not been Known that the Country ever expreſ 
more Satisfaction ſince the Corgnation of King William, 
than at the return of this Gentleman. f e 

The reſt of the Gentlemen proceeded to Rocheſter, 
where they were met by ſucli a Body of Horſe, that thc 
principal Inns of the Town could not entertain rhem, 
ſome of whom had come 20 Miles to meet them. 

The Mayor of Rocheſter Paid his Reſpect to them, and 
complain'd that he had no notice given him of their com 
ing, otherwiſe he would have met them out of Town 
with a good Body of Horſe. . 5 
. Here they reſted to refreſh themſelves and Horſes, and 
about 6 a Clock ſet forward for Maidſtone; the People 
of Maidſtone, tho“ it was Market-day, could not have 

patience to wait at the place where they generally go to 
meet the Judges,but a great many Horſe-men met them on 
ws Downs, and the top of Boxley-hill 4 Miles from the 
. | ot PP 

At Sandlin about 2 Miles from the Town, the Gentle- 
men of the elbe ac met them with their Coaches, 
and an Innumcrable Multitude of People on Horſe-back, 
and on Foot, ſhouting and bidding them welcome. 
After a ſhort ſtay here, to receive the. Complements 
of the Gentlemen, they proceeded (the Gentlemens 
Coaches falling into the Rear) ta the Park, the Sear of 
the Lady Taylor, who is Married to Mr. Thomas Colepeper, 
where they were welcomfd by the faid Lady Taylor, the Old 
Zady Colepeper the Mother of the Gentlemen, and ſeycral 
Ladies of Quality, the People ſhouting all the while, 
A. Colepeper, 4 Culpeper, and the Poor ſtrow ing the Ways 
with Greens and Flowers; ane tis, they proceeded. info 
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the Town, with ſich” Univerſal Acclamations of the 
People, as the like was never ſeen in that Country ſince 
the Reſtoration of King Charles the Second. 

The Night concluded with a great Bonfire, and the 
Healths of all the Gentlemen drank round it, to the grear 
Mortification of the Jacobites, of whom there ate but 
very few in tloſe parts; and to the general Satisfaction 
of the Countr ). | 
Nor was this the only appearance, for at Beartſtd, 
about three Miles further, the Country was afſembled, 
the Bells rung, and ſeveral Hundreds of the People 
continued together all Night, with Extraordi- 
nary Joy, expeRing that the Elder Mr. Colepeper, Mr. 
Champueys, and Mr. Hamilton, would have continued 
their Journey to Holinglourn, the autient Seat of the 
Family of the Colepepers ; But the Extraordinary Recep- 
tion they found at Maidſtone, had detain'd them ſo 
long, that ?twas too late to go on; ſo they lay at Maid- 
fone that Night, and the next day abundance of Gentle- 
men and Country People, came particularly to pay their 
Reſpects to them, and bid them welcome into the 
Country. | ö 

And at the time of the Aſſizs lately held at Maidſtone 
the Grand- Jury conſiſting of very eminent Gentlemen an 
Freeholders of the County, whereof 12 were Juſtices of 
the Peace, went in a Body to the Gentlemen, and publick- 
ly gave them Thanks for their Fidelity to the Country, 
in Delivering their Petition to the Parliament. 

In all theſe Expreſſions of the Country's Joy at the re- 
turn of theſe honeſt Gentlemen, it might be enquired, 
what they ſaid of the Parliament? becauſe ? tis ſo natura 
to Curſe with one Hand, when we Bleſs with the other, 
that it might be rationally expected; tis true, the Coun- 
try being juſtly diſoblig d ar the ill uſage of theſe Gentle- 
men, did not ſpare their Reflections, but I chooſe to paſs 
it over, becauſe tis nor Parliaments in general, but the 
Confpirators and Jacobite Party in a Parliament, that are at 
preſent the Nations burthen, and from whom ſhe 
groans to be redeemèd. 5 

THE, 
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CONCLUSION. 


AD this Nation liſtend to the Calls of their 
H own Reaſon, and to the Voice of things, all 
this Confuſion of Councils had been prevented ; 
had the People of England choſen Men of Honeſty, 
and of Peaceable Principles, Men ot Candor, diſ- 
engaged from Intereſt and Deſign, that had nothing 
betore them but the Benefit of their Country, the 
Safety of Religion, and the Intereſt of Europe, all this 
had beenavoided; they would never have Impriſon'd 
Five Honeſt Gentlemen for comiog to them with 
the Sence of their Country in a peaceable Petition: 
they would never bave had the occaſion 'to 
. repent of their refuſing to hearken to the Voice 
of the People: But it is too late to look back, the 
Nation has had the misfortune to chooſe them, aud 
our Peace, and Liberty, and the Proteſtant Intereſt 
in Europe is too much in their Hands. gy 

All the Advice I can pretend to give my fellow 
Slaves, and Country-men, is that they would not 
be backward to let the Gentlemen know, that the 
Nation is ſenſible they are not doing their Duty ; 
and withal, that to Impoſe upon the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Exzgliſh Nation, has always been fatal to 
the Perſons of thoſe who have attempted it, and 
their Examples ſtand as Bouys and Marks to warn 
Poſterity of the hidden Dangers which others have 
fallen into. | | 


It 
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It has been fatal to Favorites, to Judges, to 
Lords, and to Kings, and will certainly be ſo even 
to Parliaments, if they Deſcend to Abuſe the 
People they repreſent. . 


The Impriſoning theſe Five Gentlemen, had 
neither Reaſon, Law, Pretence, nor Policy in it. 


It had no Reaſon in it, becauſe they had offen- 
ded againſt no Law, either of Reaſon, or the Na- 
ture of the thing. | 


It had no Law in it, becauſe they had no Legal 
Power to commit any but their own Members. 


And I am of the opinion, they are Conviac'd 
there was no Policy in it, for there is ſeldom much 
Policy in doing that publickly, which we know 
we ſhall be aſham'd of. 


The not proceeding againſt chem afterward, 
ſhewed they were either aſham'd or afraid; had 
they been in the Right, there could be no Reaſon to 
fear; and if in the Wrong, they had all the Reaſon 
in the world to be afham'd. 


To commit Five Gentlemen to Cuſtody , for 
Petitioning them to do what they really knew they 
ought to have done, 'twas the moſt prepoſterous 
thing in Nature: To puniſb for Humbly Petitioning /! 
tis Nonſenſe in it ſel, God himſelf permits the 
Meaneſt and moſt Deſpicable of his Creatures to 
remind him, „ we may ſay, of their Wants, and 

Petition 
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Petition for his Aid : The moſt Comtemptible 
Beggar is permitted to be Importunate for Relief, 
and tho' the Law is agaioſt him, we are not affront- 
ed at it; But to reſent the Repreſentation of their: 
Country, and Impriſon Gentlemen who at the Re- 

ueſt of the Freeholders of a County came under 
the expreſs protection of an At of Parliament to 
deliver a Petition! 'twas the moſt Ridiculous la. 
conſiſtent Action that ever Parliament of England 
was guilty of; and with ſubmiſſion, I think the 
beſt Action the ſame Houſe can do at their next 
Meeting, is to Vote that it ſhould be Raz'd: out of 
their Journals, and never be made a Preſident for 
the time to come; upon which condition, and no 
other, the Nation ought to forgive it them. 


The Act of the 13 Carol. 2. to aſſert the Right of 
the Subjects Petitioniag, is a ſufficient Authority for 
any one to quote, and thoſe that pretend to call this 
an Illegal Act, muſt firſt trample down the Authority 
of that Act of Parliament. 


| 

Let this Act juſtifie' me, in ſaying, that to od 
priſon Engliſhmen for Petitioning, is Illegal, and 
a-Diſhonour to Exgliſb Parliaments, Leigion Article 
the T4; 

But ſay the Lame Excuſers of this Excentrick Mo- 
tion of the Houſe, this was a Factious thing cogtriv'd 
by a few private Iuſignificant People ot no value, 
and the Matter of it is Saucy and Impertinent. 


Firſt, had it been a Petition of the meaneſt and 
moſt iuconſiderable Perſon in England, and that 


England, 


fiogle by himſelf, provided he were a Freeholder of 
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ble England, he had à Legal Right to ſpeak his mind, 
ief, fot that ſame Reaſon from whence the Commons in 
nt - Parliament claim a Freedom of Speech, gives every 
eir Gommoner a freedom to Speak to the Houſe, 
Re- WM fince every Freeholder has an equal concern in 
der their Debates, and equal power in deputeing them 
t to to ſit there. But becauſe this Right unlimited, 
la- might be tumultuous and uneaſie, therefore the 
and Method how he ſhall do it, is circumſcrib'd for 
the Decency-ſake, that it ſhall be done by Petition, 
1ext and that Petition ſhall be preſented ſo and ſo, 
t of and by ſuch a Number, and no more: but that 
for it ſhould not be lawful to Petition, no Tribunal, 
no no Court, no Collective or Repreſentative B 
of Men in the World ever refuſed it; nay, 
the Inquiſition of Spain does not forbid it, 
t of the Divan of the Turks allows it, and I believe 
for if Sathan himſelf kept his Court in publick, he 
this would not prohibit it. 
rity en 
| But beſides this, the Fact is not true: As for it 
| / being contriv'd by a few People, let the Impartial 
Im- Relation here given, Anſwer that Ridiculous Un- 
and truth, unleſs you will account the County of Kent 
tice a Few for certainly 11 parts of 12 in the whole 


County, and now of the whole Kingdom approve 
Mo- of it. 


alue, Nor has the Reproach upon the Perſons, pre- 

ſentiag it, more of truth, unleſs Gentlemen of Antient 

and Illuſtrious Families, whoſe Anceſtors have been 
and known for ſeveral Ages to be Men of Honour and 
that | Eſtates, allyed to ſeveral of the Nobility, and 
er of | now knowa and valued by the whole County, both 
and, E 2 For 
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for their conſiderable Fortunes, as well as Perſonal 
Merit, unleſs I fay ſuch Men are to be accounted 
private and inconſiderable, the Charge cannot be 
true: To ſuch I ſhall only ſay, that the An- 
ceſters of theſe Gentlemen were Members of An- 
tient Parliaments, and of ſuch Parliaments as would 
have been aſham'd of committing ſuch an Abſur- 
dity as to [mpriſon the Freeholders of Ergland for 
a peaceable Petition. 


As to the Matter of the Petition, and which ſome 
People ſay was a Banter, the turning their Loyal, 
Addreſſes into Bills of Supply. The Gentlemen 
ought to have had liberty to explain themſelves, 
which if they had done, I am of the opinion that 
it woud have been to this purpole, that they 
thought it was proper the Houſe ſhould ſpeedily ſup- 
ply the KING ſo with Money, as that he might 
be Enabled to Defend our Proteſtant Neighbours 
from the Encroachments of France; and not to loſe 
their time in addreſſing the King in matters of le 
moment. | | 


I ſhall conclude with this ſnort Animadverſion 
by way of Remark, and let all Men judge of the 
juſtaeſs of the Obſervation. 


That as this was the Firſt Time that ever the Engliſh 
Nation. Petitioned to be Tax d. So-this was the firſt 
Parliament that ever addreſs d the King to take care 
af hirs ſelf, and. defend himſelf againſt his People. 


—— 


Addenda. 
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ADDENDA 


Ome Book-learn'd Fools pretend to fad a Flaw, 
[a our late Senate Votes for want of Law, 

And Inſolently ſay the Men of Kent 
Were Rudely handled by the Parliament. 
Knowledge of things would teach them every Hour, 
That Law is but an Heatbes Word for pomer. 
Might, Right, Force, Juſtice, Equitie, 
Are terms Synonimous, and muſt agrees TT. 
For who ſhall e er the Argument confute, 
Where: Power prevails, and no Man dare diſpute. 


Nature has left this Tincture in the Blood, 
That all Men would be Tyrants if they cou'd. 
Not Kings alone, not Eccleſiaſtick pride, 
But Parliaments, and all Mankiad beſide. | 
All Men, like Phaeton, would Command the Reins, 
"Tis only want of Power that reſtrains. 
Then why ſhould we think ſtrange the Parliamene- 


The Peoples late Petitions ſhou'd reſent - 


Ti fatal to Tyrannick Power, when they 

Who ſbou d be Ruin d, grumble to obey: 

And Tyrants never can compleat their Reigu, 

80 long as Injur'd Subjects dare complain; 

they do not their firſt 4ddieſs withſtand, 
What. now they ſupplicate, they'l ſoon command! 


By 
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By firſt ſuppreſſing early Diſcontear, 

They aim'd the Conſequences to prevent, 

For well they knew that ſhou'd the Nation try, 
To atk once more, they durſt not twice deny, 


England has ihis one Fate peculiar to her, 
never to want a Party to undo her, 
The Court, the Kings, the Church, the Parliaments, 
Alternat ly purſue the ſame Intent, 
Under the ſpecious term of Liberty, 
The paſſive [ojur'd People to betray : 
And it has always been the Peoples Fate, 
To ſee their own Miſtakes when *twas too late, 
Senceleſs of Danger, ſleepy and ſecure, 
Till their Diſtempers grew too ſtrong to cure, 
Till they're embrac'd by the approaching Grave, 
2 none but Jove Fay Miracles can ſave, 
10 vain bold Hero 8. venture to redeem 
A People willinger to ſink than ſwim: 
If there's a Bratxs in the Nation found, 
That dares Patritian Dorpat ion wound, 
He's ſure to find, an. Iguominious Grave, 
And Ne b.i the People he would ſave. 


Such are by Vertue ſignaliz d in vain, 


We'll own. the Merit, but abuſe the Men, | 
Marius 
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The Hiſtory of the Kentiſh Petition. 25 
Mari as ſav i Rome, and was by Rome deſpis'd; 
And many a Raſſell we have ſacrific'd. 

Then who for Engliſh Freedom would appear, ) 
Where Lives of Patriots are never dear, 5 


And Streams of Generous Blood flow unregarded 
(there. 


Poſterity will be aſham'd to own 
The Actions we their Anceſtors have done, 
When they for Antient Preſidents enquire, 
And to the Journals of this Age retire, 
To ſee one Tyrant baniſh'd from his Home, 
To ſet Five Hundred Traytors in his Ro. 
They*i Bluſh to find the Head beneath the Tail, 
And repreſenting, Treachery prevail; * Jo 
They'l be amaz'd to ſee there was but Five, 
Whoſe Courage could their Liberty ſurvive, 
While we that durſt Illegal Power dethrone; - 
Should baſely be Enſlav'd by Tyrants of our own. 


FINIS. 
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N all places where tis printed Culpeper, read Colępepen 

In the Preface, pag. 1. line 9. for le read their. 1 2 
10 for their read the. pag. 2. line 2. for Mouth read Mouths. 
In the Book pag. 2 lineij for acguainting read acguainted. 
pag. 4 line 17 for Champyey read Champneys,. pag. 5 line 
IO. for fre ous 160 line 15 xy" read aN ion. 
pag. 6 line 13 for diſcauragoment read diſcourugements. 
pag· 8 line 18 for Magnificent read — g. 10. 
Lne 18 for after read after which. Ditto line 21 * 
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